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Paul L. Hoch 


Clippings : On the JFK case, and on individuals and groups of possible 

relevance. All these items are dated 1981. (Continued from the last issue.) 

638. 13 Nov (Pub. Wkly) "Ex-agent [Phillips] files $120-million libel 
suit against publisher" of Freed's book on the Letelier murder. [2 pp.] 

639. 15 Nov (DTH in LAT) "College unravels [Marguerite] Oswald collection" 

640. 15 Nov (S. Ungar, SFC) "The FBI's war against King - horrors that 
could be repeated" [2 pp.] Review of Garrow's book. 

641. 16 Nov (NYT in SFC) "Clare Booth Luce: back in D.C., back in the fray" 
She's on the Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board, with John Connally, Leon 
Jaworski, and Edward Bennett Williams. 

642. 19 Nov (SFC) "Mail carriers vs. dogs: the umbrella defense" Photo 
of several umbrella persons demonstrating their spring-loaded defensive weapons. 
Another spinoff from CIA high technology - but no flechette launchers here. 

643. 19 Nov (SFC) "Why the police keep a watch on Studio West" (a disco in 
S.F.) Organized crime links? (Several leading buffs were at a party there 

a couple of months ago - coincidence, not conspiracy!) 

644. 22 Nov (DMN) "Black Friday remembrances," by Wes Wise. 

645. 22 Nov (FWST) "JFK: His death lives on; the theories of 18 years 

cling to life" [3 pp.; also in TCI 11/22] Comments by Barefoot Sanders (former 
U.S. attorney), Rep. Stokes, and Blakey. 

646. 22 Nov (FWST) Photos (from 11/22 and exhumation) [2 pp.] 

647. 22 Nov (FWST) "Nov. 22, 1963, is a day that time cannot dim" 

(By former reporter Jack Tinsley) -[Also in TCI, 12/22.] 

648. 22 Nov [2 pp . ] Transcript of my brief appearance on the KCBS radio 
"news line." I didn't say anything you don't already know. 

649. 23 Nov (AP in Frederick Post) "18 years later Weisberg stil probes 
JFK assassination," by C. Sullivan. A nice profile; includes some material on 
Harrison Livingstone's work. [The 11/22 TCI includes a version of thin story, plus 
a DTH piece on Weisberg, with comments by Fensterwald, Wade, and Lifton.] "We 
can't prevent an assassination. But we can prevent all of the evil consequences 

of a sloppy investigation.... This is not just sloppiness.... This is a monstrous 
fraud," Weisberg said. 

650. 22-23 Nov (Carmichael, UPI) Two stories (before and after) on the 
memorial meeting in Dealey Plaza. Comments by Penn Jones, Gary Mack, and Johann 
Rush. (Rush, in 1963 a N.O. cameraman who filmed Oswald, argued that Oswald did 
it alone.) 

651. 23 Nov (DMN) "Shouts disrupt silent tribute for Kennedy," by Jane Wolfe. 

652. 23 Nov (DMN) Photo of Rush and Penn Jones arguing. [#651-2 are in 
the 11/22 TCI.] This typo confirms that the HSC's work hasn't sunk in: "[Rush] 
argued that the House Assassinations Committee's conclusion that Lee Harvey Oswald 
acted alone was correct." 

653. 23 Nov (AP) The anniversary photos: Evelyn Lincoln at the grave, and 
people at the memorial in Dallas. 

654. 23 Nov (Inquiry) "The spies who are out in the cold," by N. Feinstein 
and C. Simpson. On Task Force 157 (especially Ed Wilson), and the attempt by some 
ex-agents (represented by Fensterwald) to get federal employee benefits. [3 pp.] 

655. 29 Nov (SFX) "A look at Stanford's new law school dean," John Ely - 
distinguished legal scholar, law clerk to Warren, and (not mentioned here) a very 
junior member of the Warren Commission staff. 

656. 2 Dec (WSJ) "Little-known oilman [Robert Sutton] charged with using 
resale scheme in costliest U.S. fraud ever" (Cf. #635 for the Marcello connection.) 

657. 7-21 Dec (Inquiry) "Wolfman Ron," by Jeff Stein. [2 pp.] On Reagan's 
new anti-Castro "Radio Marti." (Herminio Portell-Vila, familiar from the WC files, 
is still taping anti-Castro programs, for the American Security Council.) 

658. 7-21 Dec (Inquiry) "A meeting of small minds," by Paul Krassner. 

An amusing account of the American Writers Congress (Marchetti vs. Snepp, the ACLU 
vs. the feminists, etc.) Krassner was delighted to find out that Harry Reasoner 
(in his new book) identified the only two public figures too despicable to shake 
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hands with as Joe McCarthy and Krassner! Krassner's main offense, apparently, 
was the "tale of presidential necrophilia" in his version of the parts left out 
of the Manchester book. (It was a classic hoax - totally tasteless and totally 
incredible, but close enough in tone to the anti-LBJ Manchester book to have 
lots of people who should have known better wondering if it was real.) [3 pp.] 

659. 11 Dec (UPI) Many people don't believe the Libyan hit squad stories 
simply because they stopped believing the government when the Warren Commission 
concluded Oswald did it alone, says Blakey. (A two-sentence story.) 

660. 11 Dec (SFC) "Ex-prosecutor's story: a new twist to Hearst saga" 

[2 pp.] James Browning says the Justice Department wouldn't let him prosecute 
Jack Scott for harboring Patty Hearst, because it was "water over the dam." 

The culprit at Justice: Robert Keuch, who also seems to think that the JFK case 
is water over the dam. (See 2 EOC 10, p. 1.) Keuch is now with the Pennsylvania 
state AG's office. 

661. 12 Dec (LAT) "2 guilty in plot to bribe judge"; Marcello, Sciortino, 
and Rizzuto convicted. Marcello faces up to 15 years. 

662. 12 Dec (LA News) "Reputed Mafia boss guilty" (with photo) 

663. 16 Dec (JA in WP) "More clues in shooting of President [Reagan]" 

There's a wild possibility that Iranian terrorists were behind Hinckley, says 
Jack Anderson wildly. As always, it's hard to evaluate the supposed facts in 
an Anderson column. 

664. 16-18 Dec (AP in DMR) "E. Howard Hunt denies link to JFK killing" 
and "Jury awards Hunt $650,000 in libel case" against the Liberty Lobby's 
"Spotlight," which had published Marchetti's article alleging that the HSC had 

an internal CIA memo referring to Hunt's presence in Dallas on 11/22, and suggesting 
that the CIA would make Hunt a scapegoat. (Cf. TCI, 3/22/79, p. 3-4.) 

665. 18 Dec (AP in 0T) (Short version of the previous item.) 

Reviews of "The Fish is Red: The story of the secret war against Castro," 
by Warren Hinckle and Bill Turner: 

666. 7 Aug (Pub. Wkly) Short and favorable. 

667. 26 Sep (D. Keown, San Rafael I-J) "Some Kennedy admirers may be 
surprised and dismayed at the virulence and intransigence with which JFK and . . . 
Robert pursued their feud with the Cuban dictator." 

668. 27 Sep (Leonard, NYT, in Lawrence J-W) "Where 'The Fish is Red' is 
genuinely useful is in its portrayal of the CIA's creation of a kind of permanent 
paramilitary subculture, trained to smuggle and kill.... And where [it] is 
genuinely irresponsible is in its blithe assertion that this subculture . . . 
murdered John F. Kennedy.... Are those members of that subculture whom the authors 
choose to believe really reliable, considering what we have been told about their 
braggadocio and their susceptibility to preposterous rumor? The guesswork . . . 
deflects our attention from the distasteful story of the secret war itself." 

669. 27 Sep (J. Raskin, SFC) "Diligently researched, elegantly written." 

670. 18 Oct (P. Wyden, LAT) "A wallow in the Bay of Pigs backwater" 

Wyden objects to the style, the sources, and a number of alleged errors of fact. 

(Did we already know that Henry Ruiz Williams trained a second invasion brigade, 
and was promised by RFK personally that they would invade?) 

671. 23 Nov (Jonathan Marshall, Inquiry) "Camelot vs. Castro" [3 pp.] 
Marshall is less anti-Camelot than Hinckle & Turner. "That the Kennedys were 
responsible for the disastrous war they sponsored, no fair person can deny; that 
they knew of or would have condoned everything committed in their names is much 
more problematical. The evidence points to an overwhelming pattern of CIA dup- 
licity and roguishness." Marshall notes the legacy of the secret war, and in 
particular the alleged role of Alexander Haig. In July 1963, Lt. Col. Haig became 
the Army representative on the Subcommittee on Subversion of the Interdepart- 
mental Coordinating Committee on Cuban Affairs. He was the assistant "on all 
matters pertaining to Cuba" to Joseph Califano, then the Special Assistant to 

the Secretary of the Army. (This information is from a Califano memo found in 
the JFK Library by Peter Scott; ask for If 672.) Hinckle and Turner noted a 
report that Haig kept the exiles informed about the plots to kill Castro. This 
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particular story, by Joe Trento, may not be true; in any case, Haig's role in 
the 1960's should be explored as the secret war shows signs of heating up again. 

I think that the strength of this book is its attempt to make balanced use 
of a wide range of sources: contemporary news reports, later official inves- 
tigations, and the recollection of participants at various levels. Relevant 
press reports can get left out of the official histories; for example, as I 
recall, the Church Committee report managed not to mention a NY Times report of 
a major speech by Castro, in which he charged (more or less correctly) that the 
U.S. had given up plans for a second invasion in favor of assassination plots. 

Many of the participants in the secret war are unsavory and unreliable, but it 
is important to understand that these people were carrying out our policy. 

The problem of sources in most conspicuous in the chapter on the JFK assassination, 
which I think is the weakest part of the book. (Excerpts appeared in "Penthouse" 
and are reprinted in TCI for 9/22/81.) The authors believe far more stories than 
they should - Jarnagin, Wilcott, and Nagell, for example! And there are lots of 
references to Gerry Patrick Hemming. Stories like his are more of a problem in 
the JFK chapter, since if you believe one far-out story it can completely reverse 
your interpretation of Oswald and his role. However, the thrust of the book as 
a whole - the scope and nature of U.S. policy towards Cuba - is not dependent 
for its basic validity on any of the dubious individual sources. The book is 
a valuable source and provocative reading. 

Documents and old clippings relating to the JFK case : 

673. 8 Jan 61 (NY Daily News) Part of an article on Eladio del Valle 
and other Cuban exiles (including Bosch). (This, and items 679-680 below, were 
provided in response to query Q19 [3 EOC 5, p. 5].) 

674. 14 May 62 [4 pp . ] Memo from Sheffield Edwards (CIA) to RFK, setting 
forth the facts on which RFK was briefed on May 7, relating to the CIA's use of 
Maheu, Giancana, and Rosselli in a "sensitive CIA operation." As noted before, 
this memo, formerly Top Secret, has been released to Harold Weisberg with no 
deletions, and with some apparently new information. Would someone like to do 

a detailed correlation of this memo with information from other sources? 

675. 22 Nov 63 My handwritten notes on a tape (almost 2 hours long) of 
Air Force One communications, made by the Signal Corps and obtained from the JFK 
Library by Fred Newcomb. Almost all of the interesting transmissions were dealt 
with in "Best Evidence." There must have been a number of sensitive conversations 
relating to national security which either were transmitted on a different channel 
or have been edited out of this tape; there could easily have been additional 
conversations about the transportation of JFK's body which are not on this tape. 

676. 22 Jul 64 [3 pp., barely legible] Memo by McGeorge Bundy for LBJ , 

about the work of the Warren Commission. Bundy offers "a good plan for your 
approval" - let's no longer try to get it out before the Democratic convention; 
let's work out arrangements to get it to the press, and so on. Of interest mainly 
as an indication of what kinds of details were on the minds of our leaders, and 
because of the sycophantic tone: "I am convinced that if this matter is properly 

handled, the report and the way of handling it can become both a reminder of the 
essential sobriety and strength of our system and a proof of your own mastery of 
its principles and practices. It is also obvious that renewed attention to the 
tragedy itself will provide a telling comment on the issue of extremism."' (That 
is, I guess, it'll help against Goldwater.) As LBJ said when he got the report, 

"It's, uh, very heavy." (Items #676-677 are from the LBJ Library; see 3 EOC 2, p. 7.) 

677. 25 Jul 64 [2 pp. , barely legible] Another memo from Bundy , this one to 

RFK, filling him in on LBJ's plans. "He wants to be sure that this matter is 
handled in a way which makes sense to you." Bundy says that the report will say 
that Oswald did it alone, "that the theories which have been expressed by men like 
Lane and Buchanan [i.e., perverts and Commies?] are baseless," and that "the report 
will be unanimous in every respect." This memo was written three days after the 
staff interviewed Sylvia Odio, and presumably well before Rankin reminded Liebeler 
that he was supposed to be closing doors, not opening them. 
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678. 11 Apr 67 (FBI 62-109060-5099, pp. 1 and 5 only) This memo was 
quoted in Summers, p. 504, and requested in my Q18. Why would Traf ficante' s 
lawyer want to tell the FBI that Santos and Carlos were expecting to be blamed 
for the Kennedy assassination? The lawyer (Frank Ragano) said that he and "an 
individual in Miami who was close to Castro before the revolutions " but not 
Jack Ruby, had been involved in trying to get Trafficante out of prison. There 
certainly were many strange stories floating around in March-April 1967. 

679. 27 Apr 67 (National Enquirer) "Mystery Miami murder [Eladio del 
Valle] linked to JFK plot" [4 pp.] He was supposedly a "close pal" of Ferrie. 

680. (Same date?) (National Enquirer) More on del Valle, by his friend, 
newspaperman Diego Gonzales Tendedera (who met Ferrie in Miami in 1960) . Del 
Valle and Ferrie allegedly flew bombing raids on Cuba together. [2 pp.] 

681. 1972 Cover for "The Plot to Kill the President" - not the Blakey- 
Billings book, but a novel by Jack Pearl. Both covers show something like the 
Presidential seal, with bullet holes. Ironically, the novel depicts four bullet 
holes; the Blakey-Billings book shows only three. 

682. Jan. 1975 (with supplements dated April 1978 and September 1980) 

A bibliography of bocks and articles in English, published outside the U.S., on 
the JFK assassination. Compiled by Harry Irwin and Hazel Hale. [35 pp . ; 
available from Mr. Irwin (32 Ravensdene Crescent, Ravenhill, Belfast BT6 0DB , 
Northern Ireland) for $5, including air postage.] Irwin edits and publishes 
a newsletter, "JFK Assassination Forum" - $6 for 6 Issues; pretty interesting. 

683. Nov. 1975 (Chicago Independent) "The plot to kill JFK in Chicago 
Nov. 2, 1963," by Edwin Black [17 pp.; requested in Ql] This is, I think, 
the longest story I have seen on the Thomas Vallee story. It is quite detailed, 
and convinced me that something strange was going on, but not that it was a 
serious plot to kill Kennedy. 

684. 25 Jun 76 (New Times) "Memoirs of a CIA psychologist," by Maureen 
Orfh, about Jim Keehner. [5 pp . ; requested in Q15] Keehner alleged, and another 
CIA employee confirmed, that the CIA did an after-the-fact psychological study 

of Oswald, and concluded that he was incapable of killing JFK by himself. No 
further details. The article as a whole is quite interesting. 

685. 12 Apr 77 (NY Daily News) "A Mystery Man Without Mystery," says 
"Suzy" about George deMohrenschildt . [Ref.: Q14] Lists the society connections 
of deMohrenschildt and his "confidant," Jake Cogswell, "another CIA stringer." 

686. Excerpts (pp. 310-313) from the 1978 paperback edition of "Clearing 
the Air," by Daniel Schorr. Schorr notes that Haldeman speculated (but did not 
know) that Nixon had the plots against Castro in mind when he talked about having 
protected Helms. Also, an ex-CIA officer told Schorr that CIA documents cited 
by the Church Committee (p. 89) were wrong in stating that Desmond FitzGerald was 
at the meeting with AMLASH in Paris on November 22. A witness established that 
FitzGerald was in Washington that day. "A former Senate committee staffer ... said, 
'how the mistake came about and why it hasn't been officially corrected just 
involves too much highly classified information. ' Was there some wicked little 
bureaucratic game inside the CIA to pin the plot against Castro more directly on 
FitzGerald? Was it necessary to put him in Paris to cover some other activity 

that he was engaged in?" 

687. 1978-9 My handwritten notes on a tape of various CBC (Canada) radio 
broadcasts. On July 20, 1978, Judith Exner explained that she would not testify 
secretly in California, as the HSC wanted. She wanted a public session in D.C., 
but would have agreed to a closed session there. The Committee wanted to avoid 
press coverage, and said they would just go ahead and put the facts in the final 
report. As previously noted, she is not named in the published HSC material at all, 
but plays a major role in the Blakey-Billings book. Okay, HSC sources, what's the 
whole story? Also: former counsel Ken Brooten on January 4, 1979, showing more 
interest in an alleged hematoma under JFK's scapula than in the acoustics. 

688. 17 Sep 78 (AP) "Watergate conspirator [Howard Hunt] plans news leak 
suit" against Spotlight, the Wilmington News-Journal, and maybe the HSC, over the 
report of a CIA memo about his presence in Dallas on November 22. (Does anyone 
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have the Wilmington story (dated 20 Aug 78) , or know what happened to that suit? 

See #664-5 on the Spotlight suit.) Hunt said he wanted to testify at a public 
HSC session, and that the HSC had subpoenaed him but canceled his appearance 
several times. Ultimately, the HSC dismissed the allegation about a CIA memo, 
referring to a deposition given by Hunt on 3 Nov 78, 6 weeks after this article. 

(See HSC Report, p. 91, at footnote 179 [which is numbered 182 in the notes 
themselves - some last-minute editing?].) 

689. 1979 Excerpts (pp. 94-99) from William Sullivan's book, "The Bureau - 
Hy Thirty Years in Hoover's FBI." [3 pp.] Some strong negative comments about 
the FBI Laboratory. (I expect, by the way, that the Ramsey panel will dismiss 

the FBI's rebuttal of the acoustical analysis; we'll see how harsh their language is.) 

690. Jan. 1979 (Hartford Courant) "Kennedy assassination conclusions 

[of HSC] absurd," by Francis X. O'Neill, Jr (recently retired as ASAC, New Haven). 

The HSC was a waste of "hard earned taxpayers money," and of course you can find 
"conflicting ideas ... as to who killed Jesus Christ, Abraham Lincoln, and, for 
that matter, Robert Kennedy." Release of the HSC's "ridiculous" findings gives 
"credence to the belief that some of our congressmen are political hacks and 
ambitious opportunists." Pictures and tapes can be tampered with, but eyewitness 
testimony has long been "interpreted in most cases as the best evidence." And 
Greer and Kellerman told him that evening, "emphatically, specifically and irrev- 
ocably . i-. that three and only three shots were fired." Anyhow, O'Neill is sure 
JFK wasn't hit from the front, since he was present during the entire autopsy and 
examined the wounds. This article appeared a couple of months after O'Neill and 
Sibert were recontacted by the HSCi ,at least in part because of Lif ton's analysis 
of their report on the autopsy. The HSC published none of O'Neill's affidavit 
or his earlier interview (7 HSC 18-19, notes 36 and 42); the HSC did quote from 
Sibert 's affidavit, which seems to confirm that someone did indeed say that there 
had been head surgery. .. 

691. 13 Nov 79 "Limiting Controversy: The Government's Response to Political 
Assassination" A scholarly paper by Larry Haapanen, presented to the Speech 
Communication Association. [13 pp.] Haapanen effectively analyzes some of the 
recently released FBI documents on relations with the Warren Commission, and puts 

a lot of familiar material in context. Topics covered: genesis of the WC; inves- 
tigating a conspiracy; securing the Kennedys' support; presenting the WR to the 
public; defending the WR; effects on the public controversy. 

692. 11 Jun 79 Internal National Bureau of Standards memo, passing on a 
request for a review of the acoustical analysis "for technical validity with a 
view toward the possible subsequent use of the techniques by the forensic scien- 
tific community." 

693. 7 Dec 79 Transmittal memo for If 694, noting that the analytical 
techniques are unlikely to be of general use. I can't argue with that. 

694. 7 Dec 69 Internal memo by the leader of the NBS's Industrial Acoustics 

Group [2 pp.] "As we have agreed, we choose not to comment on the 'technical 

validity' of the [BB&N and W&A] reports provided. — " What seems to have happened 
is that NBS people seized the opportunity provided by the HSC's recommendation 

to avoid an analysis of the JFK evidence, when of course that is what the HSC was 
really interested in. (The HSC recommended that the National Institute of Law 
Enforcement and Criminal Justice, a JD component which initiated this NBS review, 
study "the theory and application of the principles of acoustics to forensic 
questions, using the [JFK] materials ... as a case study." [HSCR 7]) Maybe the 
people at NBS couldn't find anything wrong with the HSC's work; maybe they just 
decided not to get tangled up in the controversy. 

Credits : Thanks to M. Ewing (663-4, 692-4), L. Haapanen (668, 691), G. 
Hollingsworth (638-9, 656, 661-2, 666, 670, 684), H. Irwin (682), J. Meek (683), 

F. Newcomb (675), G. Owens (676-7), R. Pensack (667), R. Ranftel (665), P. Scott 
(672), G. Shaw (644-7, 651-2), L. Sproesser (688, 690), T. Summers (673, 678-80, 

685), H. Weisberg (649, 674), and Anonymous. 
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